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SUBJECT: Discussion of NH 63 and NH 119 reconstruction options
follow ng the Flood of COctober 2005 and possible option for Ad
Chesterfield Road

R Landry explained that the purpose of this neeting was to
| ook at different options to reconstruction or rehabilitate the
section of NH 63 washed out by the flood of OCctober 2005. The
Departnment constructed a single lane tenporary detour roadway
that is shifted amay from the failed slope that is adjacent to
Ki | burn Brook has tenporarily reopened NH 63. This section of
roadway is controlled by tenporary signals. Anot her item for
di scussion is any reconstruction or rehabilitation necessary for
the bridge carrying NH Route 119 over Kilburn Brook. The | ast
item for discussion will be possible options for connecting Ad
Chesterfield Road to NH 63.

A survey base plan was presented showing the project area.
This plan extend 1700 feet north of the current tenporary signals
past a bridge carrying NH 63 over Kilburn Brook (Br. No. 118/118)
up to another bridge carrying NH 63 over Kilburn Brook (Br. No.
114/ 118), south along NH 63 through the intersection of dd
Chesterfield Road to the intersection of NH 119 and Hi gh Street
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(approxi mately 1500 south of tenporary signals). This plan also
included the centerline of Od Chesterfield Road, but did not
have information on the westerly side of A d Chesterfield Road.

The existing roadway wdth on NH 63 is approximately 24
feet, with 11 feet travel lanes and a 1-foot shoulder in both
directions. Present standards would increase this roadway w dth
to 30 feet, with 11 foot travel lanes with a 4 foot shoul ders.
This roadway w dth would provide for proper nmaintenance of the
roadway, a shoulder for bike or pedestrian traffic, and allow
plow trucks (12 feet wde mninum with wing) to stay on their
side of the roadway during w nter naintenance operations.

Di scussion began with an inquiry on safety concerns with NH
63 before the flood. It was nentioned that there was a sharp
curve just north of the failed roadway section. The roadway is
narrow and many close calls with vehicles going south encroaching
into northbound traffic. A sight distance problem at this curve
(good for a design speed of 25 nph) limts seeing oncom ng
traffic in this area. This curve could be flattened or the sight
di stance corrected, but a house |ocated on the westerly side of
the roadway m ght be inpacted along with inpacts to their front
| awn.

A comment was raised that the curves (one nentioned above
and the one just south of the tenporary signals) on NH 63 serves
to slow the notorist down coming down the hill fromthe north and
warns them of the upcom ng Town center. The concurrence was to
try to inprove the sight distance but to |eave the curves as a
traffic-cal m ng device.

The discussion shifted to the intersection of ad
Chesterfield Road and NH 63. dd Chesterfield Road intersects at
a sharp angle and it rises quickly fromNH 63. This intersection
Is extremely hazardous and the Town would like it redesigned.
The Town has hired consultants to study the intersection at its
present |ocation, because of the grade difference and the limted
room no cost effective solution to inprove this intersection
have been found. The Town has expended effort and funds to
upgrade the remaining portion of AOd Chesterfield Road to where
it reconnects with NH 63 approximately 2 mles to the north.
Anot her option for this intersection is to nove it northerly to
achi eve separation between O d Chesterfield Road and NH 63 to
construct a new intersection. The problemw th this approach is
that A d Chesterfield Road continues to rise and is approxi mtely
60 feet higher than NH 63 with a naxi num separation of 160 feet

in the area of the tenporary signals. The Departnment will [|ook
at all possible options for noving and inproving this
intersection but will need to obtain additional survey on the

west side of AOd Chesterfield Road. R Landry indicated that the
current funding being used to reconstruct the danmaged roadway
woul d probably not be available for a relocation of dd
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Chesterfield Road. It was noted that any raise in NH 63 would
hel p a connection with O d Chesterfield Road.

There are two houses |ocated on the west side of NH 63, one
at the curve 450 north of the tenporary signals and one just
south of the signals and the slope failure. These houses are
close to the roadway and if the roadway needs to be shifted away
fromKil burn Brook, these houses may be inpacted by the work. R
Landry explained that the design is just beginning and the exact
| ocation of the proposed roadway is unknown but it would seem
that the proposed roadway would be very close to these houses.

The Departnment will look at all options including what can be
reconstructed and nmaintain the hones. The existing garage just
south of the tenporary detour wll nore than likely need
rel ocati on. The Departnent wll I nvestigate options of

rel ocating the driveway to the south of the house.

The existing bridge carrying NH 119 over Kilburn Brook (Br.
No. 128/122) was al so discussed. The existing bridge is a stone
arch, laid up dry, on the southern end, and was expanded with a
concrete box culvert on the northern end. The upstream
(northern) side was clogged with debris and caused the water to
overflow the roadway. An existing sewer pipe runs through the
bridge and is located 2-3 feet above the water in normal flow,
This pipe catches debris and often needs cleaning. Thi s pipe
could have been a major contributor to the flooding. The Town
will ook into renoving this pipe by placing a sewer punping
station. The consensus was that the sewer pipe was the nmjor
problem and with it renoved, the bridge would have handl ed the
event. The Departnment will analyze the hydraulic capacity of the
wat erway and confirm that the opening is large enough to pass a
100-year storm If the bridge were to be replaced for hydraulic
reasons, a historic investigation would be required. It was
noted that the bridge has had problenms with settlenent in the
past. State M ntenance forces have to fill a sink hole every 3
or 4 years. The last tine this was done, colored dye was pl aced
and it was noticed that this dye was weeping out of the stone
section of the bridge.

R Landry proposed that a public informational neeting be
held in about six to eight weeks to which all the NH 63 and NH
119 abutters would be invited. The Departnment wll prepare
design alternatives for the project based on the input received
tonight. Everyone agreed that this was a good approach.

R Landry noted that the schedule for replacing the current
tenmporary signals on NH 63 would depend largely on the wall
design and if property acquisition will be required. | deal |y,
work would begin late sumrer of this year and elimnate the one
| ane traffic before Novenmber of 2006.
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The Town expressed their great appreciation to D. G ahamfor
all State personnel that help with the flood damage in Hi nsdal e.
They were extrenely grateful in how quickly the State responded
and how qui ckly the roads were reopened.
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